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In-House Basketball Rules

General Rules:

1. GAA follows the Williamson County youth basketball rules, unless specifically modified by GAA. The rules are available on both the WCPR website and the GAA website (www.PlayGrassland.com).

2. Coaches’ Concussion Training. State law REQUIRES all youth coaches to undergo concussion training each year. As a result, all coaches (including assistants) MUST watch a video approved by the Tennessee Department of Health and obtain a certificate of completion. The video is available at www.nfhslearn.com. Coaches must set up an account with NFHS, but the course is FREE.

3. At Least Two (2) Adults Must Be Present At All Times. ANY time when a coach or volunteer will be interacting with players, a minimum of two (2) adults MUST be present. This rule is to protect you and the league from any accusation of misconduct with a minor child. The league provides gym monitors for practices and games. However, it is incumbent upon you, the coach, to ensure that two (2) adults are present at all times. Please communicate this rule to your parents and ask them NOT to just drop off players. Also, if necessary, ask a parent to stay with you until the last player is picked up.

4. Any recreational game that results in a forfeit, and are in a division that will have a post season in-house GAA tournament, will be scored as a ten to zero (10-0) loss for the forfeiting team.
5. In-House Tournament. The in-house tournament will be conducted (weather permitting) the week immediately following the last regular season game. Where seeding for the tournament is needed, the seeding will be set using the following criteria (in order):

a. Head to Head
b. Record vs Higher Seeds
c. Record vs Common Opponents
d. Coin flip/Draw

e.  If three or more teams are tied, and if the results of the head-to-head match up(s) of the teams that are involved in the tie cannot break the tie (because no team defeated each of the other teams in the tie each time they played, or because no team has defeated all of the other teams involved in the tie, or because the teams involved in the tie did not play one another during pool play), then the tie is broken using criterion #C. The remaining teams’ tie is broken by reverting to criterion #B.   

** NOTE: Only the first 20 points of a win/loss will count in the scoring differential. A team will not be rewarded for winning by more than 20 points. If your team is winning by 20+ points, please be considerate of the other team. Extending the lead to 30 or 40 points will NOT help you.

If tournament scheduling issues arise where one team will have an advantage over another team, the better-seeded team will have the scheduling advantage (i.e., longer period of rest between games)

Potential Split of GAA In-House Tournament into A and B Brackets
If, during the season, it becomes apparent that there is a major difference in ability between the upper teams and lower teams in a particular division, the Board and Basketball Committee reserve the right to divide a division into a “A” bracket and “B” bracket for the In-House Tournament. In the event that happens, only the “A” bracket teams will be eligible for the County Tournament. The purpose of this rule is to ensure that Tournament games are competitive and that we give each team an opportunity to be successful at the end of the year (rather than have the lower teams face a big loss in the Tournament to end their season). We realize that not everyone agrees with this decision, but please keep in mind that

6. County Tournament. The tournament champion of each league will be the GAA representative for the “A Bracket” in the County Tournament. If the regular season champion is NOT winner the GAA tournament, then the regular season champion will be the GAA representative for the “B Bracket” County Tournament. If the same team wins both the regular season and tournament championships, then the tournament runner-up will be the “B Bracket” GAA representative. In the event a team cannot play in the County Tournament, the team finishing in the tournament immediately below the team that cannot play will be offered the spot in the County Tournament.
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